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When someone asks me to describe our church I try to explain to them that we are a  

micro community, in some ways a reflection of the community at large in diversity of 

thought and experience but seeking to be in oneness of faith and practice. In other words, 

we have different views and we respect those views.  We may have strong opinions but 

love practiced as described in 1 Corinthians 13 is what holds us together. Faith in the 

salvation and sanctification of Jesusô work on the cross in each of us and the power of  

the Holy Spirit in our lives moves us to transformation of thought, practice in life and 

intimacy with God and others. (John 15:9-17) That is a mouthful!  

 

But in practice Iôm not talking about current ñtoleranceò where all beliefs are equal in truth, that canôt 

exist, i.e. Jesus is either the way, the truth and the life or he isnôt. But our Christian tolerance is a view 

that God is working in all of us to bring whosoever to the saving knowledge of Godôs work in Christ as 

recorded in John 3:16-19. So that means we are determined to intercede in prayer (John 16:24), do works 

of mercy and justice (Matthew 25), in walk in quiet confidence of patience and respect (1 Timothy 6). We 

know that movements come and go, political parties and leaders come and go, seasons of prosperity and 

downturn come and go but the truth remains (1 Thessalonians 5) and this gives us peace.  

 

Around this season of the holidays there is much uncertainty in the church, in the country, in our families. 

And so we celebrate the quiet confidence that ñChrist died, Christ rose and Christ will come again!ò  In 

this Advent season and in the turn of the calendar once again we remind ourselves that faith means trust, 

ñfor God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mindò (2 Timothy 1:7).  

Practice these gifts to you from the Father.  
 

So I leave you with these wonderful words as we move into a season                                                         

of harvest and confidence that God is with us! 
 

All my hope is firmly grounded in the great and living Lord; 

who, whenever I most need him, 

never fails to keep his word. 
 

God I must wholly trust, 

God the ever good and just. 
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Thank you for remembering and honoring friends and loved ones by donating to the following funds:  
  

ORGAN FUND 
ǅ In memory of Robert McClymond by Ron & Betty Bollinger, Charlie Richen 
 
WESMATES MEMORIAL FUND 
ǅ In memory of Lou Koenig by Roger Lindle & Mary Sue Braun 
 
MEMORIAL FUND 
ǅ In memory of Bob McClymond by Roger & Patsy Higley 
ǅ In memory of Hilda Miller by Roger & Patsy Higley 
 

 

 

Our prayers and condolences go out to the family and friends of :  

Hilda Miller (Barb Colburnôs mother) who died October, 2016  

 

Worship  

×  

Grow  

× 

Serve  

P A G E  2  

Join us  

for                       

Worship 

 

Senior Pastorééé...ééééééé.Lee Strawhun 
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ñBefore any great things are accomplished, a memorable change must be made in the  
system of educationéto raise the lower ranks of society nearer to the higher.ò  John Adams 
 

Greetings and Happy Holidays! WUMC Preschool will be the recipient of the second mile  
offering for the month of December. All funds allocated to the preschool will be used to  
assist us with making necessary purchases to align us with the requirements needed to  
become a Star Rated Center.  
 

The preschool will be applying to the State of Ohio to become a Step Up to Quality Center. 
Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) is a voluntary fiveïstar quality rating system administered by the Ohio Department of Job 
and Family Services (ODJFS) and the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) that recognizes and promotes learning 
and development programs that meet quality benchmarks over and above minimum health and safety.  
 

We thank you for your continued support! 
Peace and Blessings! 

Allyson Williams 
WUMC Preschool Director 

ñIf youôre going to equalize the academic playing field, youôve got to get the kids in early childhood programs.ò 
ï Paul Vallas quotes  

 

Happy New Year!  As we settle down from the holidays and begin our 2017 journey the preschool will be applying 

to become a star ratedðStep Up to Quality Center. We are excited about the upcoming changes and request your 

support and prayers as we try new things and strive to make sure we are one of the best high quality preschool     

options on the Westside of Cincinnati!  

 

We have an OPEN HOUSE scheduled for January 29, 2017, 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm. If you have ever been interested 

in learning more about the preschool come visit us! If you have family, friends or neighbors in need of a preschool 

please invite them to come to open house. Families will be able to meet the teachers, visit the classrooms and learn 

more about WUMC PreschoolΗ 

Remember the reason for each season!  
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Messages of Hope  
at  

Westwood United     
Methodist Church 

 
 

  8:30 AM Communion Service,    
                 Chapel 
 
  9:30 AM Traditional Service,                     
                 Sanctuary 
 
10:00 AM New Covenant,  
                 Chapel 
 
11:00 AM The Modern Service, 
                 Epworth Hall 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

άIŜ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƎƛƊǎΧΦ     
ǘƻ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ 
ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǝƭƭ 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǊƘȅǘƘƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ 
ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜŦǳƭ ƛƴ       
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴΣ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘΣ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀƭƛǾŜ 

ƭƛƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ   
 

Ephesians 4:11-13 (Msg) 

 The next free  WESTWOOD COMMUNITY DINNER                           

will be 6:00 pm, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 at MNP.   

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ {ŀǊŀƘ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ǎŀǊŀƘϪǿŜǎǘǿƻƻŘǳƴƛǘŜŘƳŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
²¦a/ ƻŶŎŜ ссм-омоф ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ 
ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΣ ǎƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ōȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴΦ   

"  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.  And when they had 

come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down 

and worshiped Him."   Matthew 2:10-11a 
 

Greetings in Christ!  As I write this, we're looking forward to a season that is rich  

with opportunities to give thanks and praise to God, and I want to thank everyone  

who is helping to prepare for our Christmas decorating, Westwood Deck the Hall, 

the Christmas Spectacular on Dec. 10 (including our Carol and Candlelight service), 

and our Christmas Eve services.  These special times of worship and celebration are made possible 

by the abundant offerings of time and talents that our church family gives to God each and every 

year, and that is a true blessing to all of us. 
 

Although the Advent and Christmas season is full of traditions, I think the scripture passage quoted 

above gives us an excellent example to follow:  The three kings did not visit the infant Jesus and pay 

their respects as a gesture or an obligation, but were filled with "exceedingly great joy" and--even 

after their long journey--were so passionate in their adoration that they "fell down and worshiped 

Him."  They didn't just go through the motions, and neither should we.  This season, let's celebrate 

Advent and Christmas with a thankful understanding of God's presence in our world through His 

Son--and Christ's presence in our lives today--so that our joy is evident to everyone we meet. 
 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and God Bless you! Making a joyful noise,  

Dr. Michael Kelly  

Director of Worship and Arts  

Dear Westwood Friends, 

Thank you so much for the exceptionally generous donation to aid me in affording college 

expenses.  My scholarship has been so helpful with eliminating costs in school.  I truly ap-

preciate your generosity and will always be grateful for the support.  Best wishes during 

the holiday season.  I am thankful for you all. 

Loren Richardson 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24:  CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES AT 5:00, 7:00, AND 11:00 PM  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25:  CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE AT 10:00 AM. (ONE SERVICE ONLY) 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31:  NEW YEARS EVE OPEN COMMUNION IN THE CHAPEL 

Westwood welcomes again to our Eckel Hall. 

Ten Thousand Villages cultivates long-term  

buying relationships in which artisans receive  

a fair price for their work and consumers have  

access to gifts, accessories and home décor 

from around the world. The store will be open 

in Eckel Hall on Saturday, December 10 and 

Sunday December 11.  

SATURDAY DECEMBER 10TH  

WUMC CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR! 
 

The day begins at 2:00 pm. with our Christmas Craft Fair, a Live 

Nativity and petting zoo, cocoa with live music in the Parlor, and 

items for sale from Ten Thousand Villages, and continues with our 

annual Carol & Candlelight Service at 5:00 pm., followed by a 

dinner for everyone!  Bring family and friends! 


